EDITORIAL                                        No. 108    September & October 2013
If you are a regular reader of the Parish Notice Boards, you’ll have noticed a continual flow of varied Planning Applications for assorted forms of development within Willand and the immediate surrounding area. Another which is possibly ‘pending’ is a twenty-five acre Solar Panel Farm in the sloping fields west of the main railway line, alongside the B3181 at Stones Hill and almost to Gerston Farm. Two presentations are being given by Green Energy UK Direct Ltd at the Village Hall on September 3rd – one at 1.00pm, another at 6.00pm.  I imagine a number of people will be anxious to attend. Ed.
Every journey has a purpose.
WILLAND THEATRICAL SOCIETY (WITS)

We can report a good response to interested people attending on 27th July, over 20 turned up.  We named the group, a committee of 7 was formed and we found out the strengths (phew - a lot of those from experienced actors and crew) but we still need more.   Inexperienced but willing, whether acting or behind the scenes and, in particular, keyboard players please come forward. 

We are meeting in the Committee Room of the Village Hall on Friday 30th August, where you will be made very welcome. Bring 20p for a tea/coffee and enthusiasm.  The plan is for a read through of the Pantomime to be performed in February.  For more information please contact Jeanette Simmons, Westley, Gables Road, on 01884 32307 or email jeanettebob@talktalk.net
                                                                          Margaret (Press Officer)
You have to leave the comfort zone if you want to test your strength
COMMUNITY POLICING 

In this issue I would like to highlight a recent incident in the village. Several residents have had their rubbish tampered with and although no crime has been committed, it is possible that the persons tampering with the rubbish are looking for personal documents with which to commit ID FRAUD.  It is very important that you do not place any personal documents and bills in your household rubbish. The best way to destroy these documents is to use a shredder.

 

If you do notice anyone tampering with household rubbish, then please try and get a description of the persons and any vehicles they may be using, along with a registration number and then report it to the Police immediately.

                                  Kind Regards              PCSO 30384 Jonathan Sims  

Telephone 101              Email: 30384@devonandcornwall.pnn.police.uk
 

 WILLAND ALLOTMENTS
The allotments have had a good season after a slow start due to the weather. We had a very successful tidy up day, on the general area and with a few exceptions, the plots are looking very tidy.  Several members managed to get some entries in the Garden Club show and did very well. 
A few people are giving up at the end of the season, this together with some reorganisation of the plots means we will be able to offer some plots from October 1st, please phone me if you would like your name put on the waiting list. Preference will be given to people in the village on a first come first served basis. Many people regard their plots as good exercise as well as a source of healthy food, but be warned they are addictive and hard work to keep up to a good standard.

It was sad that we have had some theft of produce in the last few weeks and this matter has been reported to  the police who are keeping an increased presence in the area. If anyone notices anything suspicious please contact them.                                                           Sylvia Statham   01884 32440
Going back to basics is the only way to have everything covered
WILLAND VILLAGE HALL
The rain did just stop long enough to allow the painters to paint the outside walls and doors, so the Hall has a different appearance for the first time in over 60 years. We will not now be doing any further alterations or non-essential maintenance until we have built up a more substantial bank balance, as our cash reserves have plummeted with all the recent decoration.

You can help boost our bank balance by supporting the monthly bingos on the second Tuesday of each month and the market on the last Sunday of each month. There are still some daytime and early evening sessions available for hiring the Hall – as well as weekends and occasional late evenings. Before booking, you may like to consult the online diary (details below). 

Some regular groups, which you might like to join, are:

Mondays: Purlesque, from 2 – 3; Scouts from 5.30; Tai Chi from 3.30 – with a new beginners class starting in September from 5 pm; Kettlebells from 7 (also on Fridays) and Keep Fit ( 10 – 11 a.m.)

Tuesdays: Flower Arranging 1.30 – 3.30; Bingo from 7.30 (for Willand Rovers 1st and 3rd week, for Village Hall 2nd week).

Wednesdays: Willand Tiny Tots 10-12; Marisa School of Dancing from 4.00; Short Mat Bowls from 7.30; Garden Club (from March – December 7.30 – 9).

Thursdays: Karate 5- 6; CAMEO (1st Thurs of month 7.00); Club 55 (2nd Thurs 2.00); Willand Folk Dance Club (2nd and 4th Thursday plus some Saturday evenings).

Fridays: Kettlebells and Willand Theatrical Society (WiTS) from 7.00

Saturdays: Youth Club Bingo (4th Saturday at 7.30)
Sundays: Martial Arts 6.30; Market 9.30 – 12 on the last Sunday of the month.

Details for most of these clubs are on the online calendar at www.willandmatters.org.uk, but please contact Frances or me if you do not have online access and we will do our best to help. 

Bookings: Frances Wilcox - email franceswilcox@hotmail.com 07748 557107; or write to 35 Fir Close. 

Treasurer: Carol Allan – 33828; email candrallan@talktalk.net or write to 4 Orchard Way, Willand          Carol Allan,   Village Hall Treasurer
OBESITY IN PETS
Obesity is a common problem, with 60% of dogs in the UK and 20% of cats being overweight. This can lead to many health issues to your pet including arthritis, diabetes mellitus, heart disease and some cancers. Most veterinary practices run weight clinics to help you improve your pets lifestyle and quality of life. It is important to rule out other disease factors with your veterinary surgeon before starting your pet on a diet plan.

Why do pets become overweight?

· Inadequate exercise

· Feeding food ad lib

· Feeding human foods (animals metabolism works differently to us)

· Feeding treats extra to daily food intake

· Age – older pets have slower metabolisms

· Hormonal problems

· Breed disposition e.g. Labradors

· Guilt – giving your pet treats when they are left for periods of time to reduce your feeling of guilt

Things to consider if you think your pet is overweight

· Body condition score – you should be able to just feel your pets ribs and spine when you gently stroke them and they should have a ‘slight waist’

· Do you know how much food you are giving?

· Are you feeding the right food for your dog’s age and lifestyle?

· Treats – how many are you giving a day and are you reducing the food to allow for this.  Human scraps add calorific content to your pet’s diet.

· Exercise – how long are you giving as structured exercise a day?

Did you know a pet weighing over 15% of its ideal weight is considered overweight, and a pet over 30% of its ideal weight is considered obese?!

Tips for helping your pet lose weight 

· Weigh your pet’s food daily to ensure you aren’t giving a couple of grams extra.

· Use the recommended food guide on the bag of food to feed your pet for its ideal weight and not its current weight

· Resist feeding human foods - our pet’s metabolism is slower than ours and one digestive biscuit is like us eating a burger.

· Remember treats are extra to the daily diet so you need to allow for this. E.g. for every gravy bone biscuit you give, reduce the food by five grammes.

· Hold back some of your pets daily allowance of food and use as a treat instead – it’s usually not what they are getting it’s the act of you giving them something they respond to.

· Dogs – when out on walks, get them swimming or walking through long grass - it helps burn more energy

· Cats – trickle feed them their food, consider using a treat ball instead of putting food in a bowl or put some food at the top of the stairs to make them work for their food.

Remember the veterinary nurses are there to help support you and your pets through all aspects of  their needs.  If you are unsure of the right type of diet, how much to feed or you are unsure of the correct weight of your pet, have a chat with your veterinary nurse.                                                   Vale Vets
Nothing exceeds like excess.
ST MARY’S CHURCH
Coffee and Chat

Feeling in need of refreshment and spending a relaxed time with others? If so, The Church Hall, Rectory Close, is the place for you on Friday 13th September and 11th October, from 10.30am – 12.00.  It would be great to see you and you’ll find others who will be happy to chat with you. You are invited - just turn up on the day!

Harvest

At St Mary’s Church we take the opportunity each year to give thanks to God for the harvest - for “all (that) is safely gathered in, ere the winter storm begin”, to use the words of the harvest hymn, Come, you thankful people, come. 

 

Our Harvest Service is on Sunday 6th October at 10.15am. The service is suitable for all ages, for young and old alike, and during it there will be the opportunity for ‘harvest gifts’ to be brought forward to the front of the church. The gifts will be given to CHAT, a local charity that supports the homeless, so items such as dried, tinned and long life food stuff are very appropriate. A ‘Bring and Share’ harvest meal, to which all are invited, will follow in the Church Hall.    Come, you thankful people, come! 

Messy Church – all free!

Messy Church is a time for families to get together to enjoy craft making, a simple Bible story, songs and a meal, in a relaxed atmosphere. It takes place in The Church Hall, Rectory Close, on the third Friday of each month. Doors open at 3.30pm and activities start at 4.00pm.  Finish time 6.00pm.  

Dates of next Messy Church are: 20 September, 18 October and 22 November.  

No need to book, simply come along and enjoy yourself with your family.

If you would like more information, do contact Jacquie Elsdon (07710513464) or Joan Wilkinson (01884 – 32509).                                   Rob Wilkinson
If you want to have it all, you may have to do it all.
WILLAND GARDEN CLUB
On 10th July, we heard about Wildlife in the Garden from Johanna Westgate. She showed slides of all the plants we should be growing to encourage bees, other insects and birds. Her final advice was to get up in the morning, make a wildlife pond and turn our manicured lawns into wildflower meadows to encourage insects. So, if you see untidy looking, but very pretty, meadows springing up throughout Willand and Cullompton, remember that they are good for wildlife, which has been declining at an alarming rate over the past few decades, as well as the environment. Having a meadow instead of a lawn will also save you having to mow twice a week!

The Flower and Vegetable Show this year was on Saturday, 10th August. Hopefully, we will have had a good number of entries. The results and a full report will be in the next newsletter. 

On September 11th, we will hear about Taking on an Allotment and October 9th we have a talk about decorating Killerton House for Christmas. A coffee morning will be held on 5th October in the Village Hall. We hope to see you there.

If you would like to join us, the annual subscription is £2.50. For more details, please contact me on candrallan@talktalk.net or 01884 33828.

                                                      Carol Allan, Garden Club Secretary

CULM VALLEY METHODIST CHURCH

Back in June we had a very successful cream tea, I am sure that quite so much cream cannot be good for us. Thank you to everyone who came along.

Our Culmstock church attempted to hold a "Hymns across the meadow" in August but it was just too wet, so it was in Culmstock Village Hall. The music from the Exeter Salvation Army band and the "Occasional Singers" certainly filled the hall.

The next event (with food) is our Harvest Supper on Saturday 28th September at 6pm.  Everyone is welcome for food and to join in with the quiz, you don't have to sort out a team beforehand, just turn up.

Prospects is a worship event we hold every other month, it is for everyone but particularly designed to include people with learning disabilities. At the September meeting (15th at 3pm) we will also be joined by friends from Tiverton.                                                                                    Paul Booth
Experience is a better investment than designer gear.
MEMORIES OF WILLAND SCHOOL - PART II

Here’s the second part of Geri Holloway’s memories of Willand School, which she attended from 1937 to 1941.  

“In the early months of the Second World War, which broke out in 1939, schoolchildren had to take their gasmasks in their sturdy cardboard boxes with string handles, slung over their shoulders, to school every day.  I remember the ‘gasmask drill’ held periodically in the large playground, not least because of the cramped discomfort caused by my spectacles when my mask was in place.  

Another more pleasant outdoor event, weather permitting, was a singing lesson.  Then, the heavy upright piano would be trundled out from its usual place in the ‘big room’ into the large playground by some of the strong boys.  Miss Hayman, as pianist, would teach us various songs.  I remember two in particular: ‘There’ll Always Be An England’ and ‘Jerusalem’.  

Lessons for the older girls included knitting.  When the war started we had a choice of khaki, navy or blue balls of very thick wool with instructions to transform them into scarves for our servicemen and women.  What weird shapes and sizes those efforts proved to be!  I wonder if they were ever worn. 

Another inducement for all of us in those wartime days was to contribute sixpence (2½p) per week to National Savings in exchange for a small blue stamp to be stuck on to a personal savings card, culminating in a National Savings certificate to the value of fifteen shillings (75p). 

Like many rural areas in England, Willand was ‘invaded’ by evacuee children soon after war was declared in 1939.  Our juvenile allocation was from Ilford and was accompanied by two of their teachers.  One of the latter, Mr Jack Osborne, was billeted with my family at Carr Cottage.  Later on, his wife, Beryl, and very young daughter, Jacqueline, joined him in Willand and the family lived at No.6 Park Street for several years.  They became personal friends and my father was godfather to their son, Paul, who was born in Willand.

The arrival of evacuees in Willand caused major overflow problems for the village school insomuch that the now demolished Assembly Room at Tiverton Junction were commandeered for use as two extra classrooms.  They were both in the large upstairs room, the only partition being artificially created by arranging the two classes back to back, one facing one end of the room and the other the opposite end.  With no effective sound-proofing, the voice of each teacher, together with his respective pupils’ normal classroom participation caused considerable distraction to both groups simultaneously.  I was one of the children transferred from the village school to that temporary accommodation and did the mile-long journey from Carr Cottage twice daily on my tricycle.  Many of the infants had their lessons in the Scout Hut situated in Silver Street, between Fir Close and The Laurels.

My education in Willand ended in December 1941, soon after my ninth birthday.”                                                                            Geri Holloway
Nobody does boredom like a teenager.
LOCAL RESILIENCE FORUM
Dear Parish Clerk,   If you have a parish newsletter or website we would be pleased if you would share this information there. We will also be promoting it through using social media.  If your parish council or any of your members use Twitter please ask them to follow and re-tweet @EnvAgencySW who will be promoting the campaign on behalf of the Local Resilience Forum.
C.L.E.A.R. - Advantages to being prepared for an emergency
A new video and leaflet to help people prepare for an emergency is being launched this week as part of a campaign by the Devon, Cornwall and Isles of Scilly Local Resilience Forum (LRF).  The LRF are encouraging people to take a few simple steps to ensure they are better prepared should an emergency occur. Both the video and the leaflet encourage you to stay safe and have a CLEAR plan by following five easy steps:

•       Check the radio, television, social media or internet for weather warnings and news that might warn you that an emergency situation is likely to occur. 
•       Keep a List of important numbers and details (like insurance policy numbers and prescriptions) to hand. 
•       Have an Emergency Bag prepared with items that would help you.
•     Know how and when to Act, should the worst happen,
•        This will all help you to Recover better once the emergency has passed.

The video can be viewed online at http://bit.ly/LRFclr13

The effects of recent floods have reminded us all of the benefits that taking a few simple steps in advance can have, like keeping important documents in a box up off of the floor and the leaflet includes more helpful advice along these lines.  The campaign is not limited to helping those who could be affected by flooding.  The advice applies to a variety of emergency situations that could cause people to either be confined to their homes or kept out of them for a number of days.

The campaign is being supported with a competition for anyone living in Devon, Cornwall or the Isles of Scilly under the age of 18.  Based on the steps in the leaflet and video they are being asked to share their ideas on how to encourage people to prepare for an emergency using photographs or short films. Schools are being written to about the competition and details on how to enter are available on the LRF website along with the prizes.  Please encourage schools or youth groups in your parish to get involved.

The LRF brings together experts from the Emergency Services, Local Government and the Health Services, amongst others, to ensure plans are in place to respond to major emergencies, to save lives, contain danger, protect the public and to minimise the effects so we can all return to normality as soon as possible.  This campaign reflects the role we all have as individuals to ensure we are as prepared as we can be for an emergency.

For more information on this campaign or the work of the LRF please don’t hesitate to contact me.  I would also be interested to hear any feedback from your members on the leaflet and video and about anything you do to promote emergency preparedness in your community.   Kind regards
                                                    Dominic Maxwell-Batten, 01392 383511
LADIES PAMPER NIGHT　
The Breast Cancer UK charity and Willand school had their funds boosted as the result of a fantastic Ladies Pamper Night.  The Village Hall was buzzing with ladies enjoying the pampering, stalls and excellent fashion show and raised more than £1,300 for Breast Cancer UK and the School PTFA funds. 
The One Stop shop and Willand Post Office kindly sold tickets for us for the event and Head teacher Anne Hawkins said: “It was a tremendous night and something really different, thank you to all those who supported it and helped boost the school and charity’s funds.”
It’s impossible to comprehend the choices others make.

WANT TO TRY SOMETHING DIFFERENT?

Bradninch Millers Morris started in 2009 and has grown into a committed group of dancers and musicians keeping a very English tradition alive. No one really knows the real origins of Morris dancing but it was first recorded in the 15th century. Since then, different traditions have grown up around England reflecting the industry and environment they were born into; genteel waver dances from the Cotswolds, noisy stick dances from the welsh borders, elegant stave dances from Wessex and raucous molly dances from East Anglia.
Bradninch Millers Morris perform dances from all these traditions and some closer to home. A broom dance was collected from the miller, Mr Roe, in 1954 and is now frequently danced with our multi-coloured brooms. We have also created replica staves that were carried by the Bradninch Tradesmen’s Club on their club walks in the latter part of the 19th century, which we use to dance the Wessex Stave dances.
We are a friendly group of men and women of all ages, fitness levels and abilities. We are looking for more dancers and musicians to come and join us. We practice on Friday evenings over the winter and dance out at pubs, festivals and fetes in the summer. 
If you would like to come and have a go, we will be hosting a beginners night on Friday 27th September starting at 8:00pm in the Westend Hall, West End Road, Bradninch. If you can’t make it on this date we welcome new members throughout the year. If you would like to see us in action we will be performing at the following places before then:

Friday 6th September : Fisherman’s Cot and Trout Inn, Bickleigh

Friday 13th September : Five Bells, Clyst Hydon (TBC).
For more information please contact millersbag@gmail.com, visit www.bradninch-millers.org  or ring our Foreman, Gerard Edwards, on 01392 881105.                          Come and have a try - you may find you like it !
NATIONAL GARDENS SCHEME, WILLAND OLD VILLAGE 

A big ‘thank you’ to everyone who visited and helped at our June Garden Opening which was a huge success, raising over £1200.00 for cancer and nursing charities.
On Wednesday, the 18th September, the gardens will be open again from 2-5.30. Notices and direction signs will be displayed in the village to the four gardens. Home-made teas will be available, as will plants for sale. We hope for fine weather, and look forward to welcoming you.
                                                              Dorothy Anderson, Co-ordinator
A wise worm is late for the early bird.
CAMEO

Our Speakers in July were from "Riding for the Disabled" near Taunton. The cost of lessons paid for by 75 able-bodied ‘learners’ help with the cost for around 180 less-able people each week. They have outgrown their present equestrian centre and are trying to raise £1.7millions for a new facility.
August was our Social Evening and we had an American supper, everyone contributing. How they danced after all that food was amazing, but they did! Pete Cribden from Ash Thomas lead them through line dancing and barn dancing on what must have been the hottest evening of the year, but they all thoroughly enjoyed themselves.

Some members have been to the historic Church at Nynehead and on to Nynehead Court for a cream tea and the Walking Group went to Neroche Forest during the heatwave, for a walk under the trees and a picnic. The next walk was to Budleigh Salterton and a week or so ago they went along the canal followed by tea at the Halberton Farm Shop.  
Once again the fates were against the Singles Group. Their proposed trip to the gardens at Kia Ora in Cullompton was postponed because of the heat-wave and the second time we had torrential rain. We had our annual picnic at Bobby's but again "rain stopped play" and we spent the day indoors. How fickle is the English weather. 10 members are off on holiday to Wales later in the month.

On September 5th, our Speaker will be Annie Bassett on "Life is a Bowl of 
Cherries" so we don't know quite what to expect. We have made the final arrangements for our "Willand Walkabout" on 7th September. We will meet at the Village Hall for 2.00p.m. start and proceed "Around the World."  There will be cream teas in the Hall for non-walkers and weary walkers and we hope you will all come and support us either by walking or by having a cream tea or both, as this is part of our fund-raising for our annual charity, which this year is for Pine Lodge and Hospiscare. 
There will be an evening meal at Holywell Lake Inn on 12th September and Skittles at "The Barge" Halberton in October.  Our A.G.M is on the 3rd October and this will be followed on Saturday 19th October with another fund-raising mega Coffee Morning, where we rely on your generous support, as always, to help us raise money for such a worthwhile local cause.         Betty Penberthy
Wrinkles should merely indicate where smiles have been.
WILLAND TINY TOTS 

First of all we would like to say a big thank you and goodbye to Mel Billings, who after 9 years of running Pram and Pushchairs, has decided to hand it over. We wish Mel all the best.

Under the new name of Willand Tiny Tots, the new volunteer manager is Karly Cousins, along with the help of her sister Emma Cousins (Hooke), and they are very much looking forward to the adventure. 

Tiny Tots is a great opportunity for parents/carers to chat and socialise in a friendly, welcoming environment and for children to develop their social skills and play together. Entry is £1 per child, additional siblings 50p and babies under 6 months 50p.  Parents /carers go FREE and will receive a hot drink and a biscuit during their time at the group. A drink and a healthy snack will be available for each child.

This baby and toddler group will be on a Wednesday morning from 9:30am - 11:30am in the Willand Village Hall.  This is currently during term time only and we can accommodate children from birth to preschool age.. 

Karly will be arranging some fundraising events and some themed sessions, so please look out for these.  We are also crying out for new toys, so if you have any unwanted, good condition toys you no longer need , please bring them down to the group, we would be extremely grateful.
If you would like any other information regarding Willand Tiny Tots, please do not hesitate to contact Karly via email at karlycousins2013@gmail.com
or telephone 07730895472. Also, please make sure you add us on Facebook - willand.tinytots@facebook.com.   We look forward to seeing you all.

                                                                                            Karly Cousins

Freedom is a big place.

COLDHARBOUR MILL

EVENTS & EXHIBITIONS :-  
Monday 23rd September:  Autumn Exhibition: 'In the Company of Weavers' in the Fox Gallery - see the work produced by the hand-weavers who meet at the Mill.  

Friday 4th October:  '30 YEARS ON' - public meeting for anyone & everyone interested or involved in Coldharbour Mill - 7 for 7.30 pm at Magelake Hall, Uffculme (free car park).  The Chairman of Coldharbour Mill Trust Ltd, Robin Hazelton, will give an update on developments and answer questions – your opportunity to quiz the Chairman! ADMISSION FREE and
refreshments available (provided by the Friends of Coldharbour Mill).

Sunday, 27th October:  Autumn Half-Term STEAM UP! at the Mill - 10.30am-4pm, with engines in steam from 11am  & Victorian spinning & weaving machines in action!  There will be displays of Model Railways & Dolls Houses, early textile machinery, the Puttee Story, & the stunning Millennium Tapestry screen.  Visit the Mill Gift Shop for yarns, fabrics, rugs & throws, all produced at the Mill, also craft kits, pottery & other goods produced by local craftspeople, & souvenirs.  On-site refreshments (or bring a picnic).  Free car park. A great day out for the whole family!                                                                                                         
CRAFT WORKSHOPS
Hand-spinning – every Wednesday 2-4pm.  For info, contact Susan -  email sgwasfi@btinternet.com or phone 01884 839782 – or just come along!!  Spare spinning wheels & tuition available for beginners.

Hand-weaving - 10 week courses on Thursdays & Fridays start at the end of September - advance booking necessary as places are limited . Contact Louise for more information - email: loucottey@googlemail.com or phone: 01460 259271 or 07527 248178.

VOLUNTEERS – help to make a difference at this unique heritage site! Volunteers are always needed at the Mill for a range of activities, including repairs & decorating, the education programme, the Mill office & the Steam Group.  For more information, phone or email the Mill: 01884 840960 or  info@coldharbourmill.org.uk or via the Coldharbour Mill website: www.coldharbourmill.org.uk                                                   Susan Wasfi
If you’re going through a crisis, keep going.
CULM VALLEY MODEL RAILWAY 

Saturday 21st September at the Village Hall is the date and venue for the Culm Valley MRC’s 5th Model Railway Show.  It is open as usual from 10am until 4.30pm and the cost is still only £3.50 for adults and only £1.50 for children.  There is of course free parking and wheelchair access to most of the hall.  

This year we have a new exhibition manager - Malcolm Trump. Having organised it myself for the last 4 years, it seemed a good idea to let someone else put a different slant on it whilst still keeping the same very popular format.  Malc, being very much a “local lad,” is going for a more local look with layouts of Uffculme, Wiveliscombe and Burnham on Sea. We have 15 layouts based on areas as diverse as Kent to Germany to Colorado.
Trade stands this year include, as usual, Ray Heard, who has two rooms covering top quality second-hand items at bargain prices in all the popular gauges, including overseas. The Burnham club have their private owner wagons covering most companies that traded by rail in the Devon & Somerset area, and new to us, “AllChange”, dealing with lifelike weathering of trains.  The “Loco Doctor” will be there to repair or improve your locos, so bring them along for him to have a look at, (ideal if the kids train set is causing problems).  

As usual the ladies will be providing excellent refreshments with bacon butties, hot dogs, pasties, sandwiches etc. as well as tea, coffee and cold drinks.  
We hope to see you there on the 21st but a couple of weeks before our show, we have teamed up with Amyas Crump, who has provided invaluable information from Tiverton Museum for our model of “Uffculme” station.  Amyas is giving a slide show & talk on Saturday September 7th, as it will be 50 years to the day that the last ever passenger train trundled back from Hemyock through Culmstock & Uffculme to Tiverton Junction in Willand.  
Local facts & anecdotes regarding this important event in the history of the Culm Valley make it a must for anyone with an interest in local history or trains.  The venue is the Uffculme United Reform Church, (Commercial Road EX15 3EB) at 7.00pm (doors open at 6.30pm) on Saturday 7th of September.  Tickets cost £4 but to guarantee your place they may be purchased in advance at Coldharbour Mill, or via Malcolm Trump on 01884 840369.  

For further information about the show, the talk, or the club, please visit our webpage www.cvmrc.co.uk or phone Malc Trump on 01884 840369 or myself,
                                                                Peter Fosberry on 01884 821811
The pages of history are often left unturned.
MAGAZINE DELIVERERS

I have a file of names of people who are willing to deliver this Magazine if the current volunteer is no longer able to do so. Unfortunately, my list does not include someone for Sycamore Close, when this person moves away from Willand in a month or so. Twenty five Magazines, every other month -  any volunteers, please?  My contact details are inside the front cover.          Ed.
Expectations need adjustment with age.
WILLAND HISTORY GROUP

First of all, we would like to remind everyone that our Willand History Exhibition – “Willand, what lies beneath?” – will be on Saturday the 30th November, and NOT the 23rd November as advertised in the last magazine.  It will be in the Club Room of Willand Village Hall from 10 am to 12 noon, and will run in conjunction with the Methodist Church Coffee Morning, so there will be refreshments and other diversions to hand.  The focus will be on the many fascinating discoveries made in and around the parish by History Group member and keen metal detectorist, Andy Bush.  
He has explored sites including fields close to the village centre, Gerston Farm, on Stone’s (or Staunch) Hill and around Factory Cottages / Skinners Farm.  His finds range over many centuries and include coins of all description, children’s toys, musket balls, Georgian clog clasps (shoe buckles), late-Victorian snuff boxes, lead (cloth) bale seals, a British Army cap badge, and so much more.  In the accompanying display we hope to link these items to people and places, and demonstrate what they can tell us about the history of Willand.  
There will also be sections on our on-going projects, such as the Culm Valley Cloth Trade Project and the Devon First World War Roll of Honour, as well as photos and material recently received into the Willand archive – including sections on the Willand Branch of the Royal British Legion and Willand in the 1970s.

We have recently been told by Mrs Pansy Parsons about a Second World War incident when a German bomb was dropped next to a bungalow near Bradfield House (between Stag Corner and the main drive).  She was then living at Factory Cottages, and recalls that when the bomb landed everything lifted from the ground and landed back down, but nothing was broken, and even the windows of the bungalow were not broken.  Later that day, all the local children congregated there, hoping to get a bit of shrapnel, but they were shooed away by people on guard, which made them believe the bomb had not exploded and was still live. They were told that it was a bomber returning to Germany that had jettisoned an unused bomb.  
In another memory of Willand, this time in the early-1970s, Mrs Parsons’ daughter, Diane Cunningham, recalls being rather daunted by the monks from the Russian Orthodox Monastery (Redgate Farmhouse) when they went about the parish in small groups, dressed in their long robes and with their large beards.  
On the sunny evening of Friday the 9th August the History Group had an enjoyable ‘historical walk’ from the village, down Dye House Lane to the River Culm, and back up Bradfield Lane.  Dye House Lane is privately owned and we would like to thank Mr Putty for kindly giving us permission to go down there.  Of particular interest was the ‘landscape archaeology’ of the area, and using old maps – and sharp observation skills! – we were able to record how the landscape has changed over the last couple of centuries and thereby gain a better understanding of why things appear the way they do.  For example, we discovered that the Dye House farmyard and outbuildings were once located in front of the current house, over what is now the front garden and the top of the lane, but in the mid-1800s they were knocked down and a new yard was built on the other side the house.  
Perhaps the only disappointment of the walk was to see how the river at the bottom of Dye House Lane (actually a leat separate from the main course of the Culm) was little more than a few interconnected ponds practically overgrown with vegetation, and with no discernible flow.  We were assured this has something to do with the recent hot weather, as it soon becomes engorged during winter flooding.  One Group member remembers fishing for minnows there in the healthy river of some twenty years ago.  

If you have any memories or information about Willand that you would like to share, or if you would like to get involved with the History Group in any way – feel free to get in touch! James Morrison - jamorrison235@gmail.com -
or telephone 01884 250057. 
It’s a long lane that has no exit strategy.

AND FINALLY
It’s that time of the year. School’s on holiday, people are away, promised articles ‘delayed’, so there’s  a lack of input to fill the Magazine. Hopefully, it’ll be better next time. Perhaps, in view of the fact that the Parish Council is four members short of a full council, you might like to give some thought to offering your expertise, experience and/or enthusiasm to help ensure our village stays an attractive place to reside – or improved. 
WILLAND DIARY 
	September
	
	
	
	

	Tuesday
	3rd
	Solar Panel Presentation
	W.V.H.
	1pm&6pm

	Saturday
	7th
	Cameo Coffee Afternoon
	W.V.H.
	  2.00 pm

	Saturday
	7th
	Talk & Slide Show - Tivvy Bumper
	U.R.C. Uffculm
	  7.00pm

	Friday
	13th 
	Life Screening
	W.V.H. 
	   9.00 am

	Saturday 
	14th  
	Club 55  Coffee Morning
	W.V.H.
	 10.00 am

	Sunday
	15th 
	Missy Moo Baby & Toddler Fayre
	W.V.H. 
	 10.00 am

	Tuesday
	17th 
	Whist Drive
	W.C.H.
	   7.30pm

	Saturday
	21st 
	Culm Valley Model Railway
	W.V.H.
	 10.00 am

	Monday
	23rd
	Club 55 Outing - Looe
	W.V.H.
	   9.30am

	Saturday
	28th
	Culm Valley Methodists Harvest Supper & Quiz
	C.V.M.
	   6.00pm

	Sunday
	29th 
	Sunday Market
	W.V.H
	 10.00 am

	
	
	
	
	

	October
	
	
	
	

	Saturday
	5th 
	Garden Club Coffee Morn.
	W.V.H.
	 10.00 am

	Thursday
	10th
	Club 55 Harvest Lunch
	T.B.A.
	    T.B.A.

	Thursday
	10th
	CUT-OFF FOR INPUT TO 
	NOV.
	MAG

	Friday 
	18th 
	Cow Girl Twisters
	W.V.H.
	  7.30 pm

	Saturday 
	19th 
	Cameo Coffee Morning
	W.V.H.
	 10.00 am

	Monday 
	21st
	Club 55 to Cribb’s Causeway
	W.V.H.
	   9.30am

	Sunday 
	27th 
	Sunday Market
	W.V.H. 
	 10.00 am

	
	
	
	
	

	November 
	
	
	
	

	Saturday
	2nd 
	Gift Fayre
	W.V.H.
	 10.00 am


